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should be its definition. In a sense, aesthetics is any pleasing or
enjoyable experience. However, the term is usually,applied just to
those experiences aroused by some modification of nature. Aes-
thetics is the modification of nature in such a way that certain qualities
are accentuated and other qualities are restrained. The sounds of a
battle are more pleasing when they are depicted in a symphony than
when they actually occur on the battlefield. The painting of a land-
scape is not a photograph but a reproduction with some qualities
emphasized and others subdued. A novel or a drama is not a literal
description of a series of events but a selection of certain phases of
events, some of which are emphasized and others even omitted.
In all fields of aesthetics there are basic rules or principles that
determine whether a production is good or bad. When one recognizes
these principles in judging productions, he is said to have good appre-
ciation. One who can point out exactly where a production agrees or
disagrees with basic principles of aesthetics is called a critic.1
PSYCHOLOGY OF MUSIC
While music is as old as civilization itself, it is only in comparatively
recent years that it has been the object of scientific investigation.
Musicians have traditionally considered music to be an art that is so
intangible that it cannot be studied by scientific procedures. How-
ever, the trend now is to consider music to be composed of quantitative
and measurable sound waves that have both quantitative and qualita-
tive effects on its hearers. Methods have been developed for measur-
ing sound waves and reducing them to scientific simplicity. Progress
has been made in analyzing feeling and interpretative reactions to the
extent that measurement would seem to be a future probability. In
other words, the art of music is slowly becoming the science of music.
PSYCHOLOGICAL PEINCIPLES OF Music
Seashore2 has stated 20 basic principles of the psychology of
music that are worth careful consideration.
1.  The only medium by which music can be conveyed from the
musician to the listener is the sound wave.
2.  Sound waves have four characteristics that are variable and
measurable.   They are frequency, intensity, duration, and form.   All
can be traced to variables in vibration at the point of origin of the
sound waves,
1 See Langfeld, H. S., The Aesthetic Attitude, Harcourt, Brace and Company,
Inc., New York, 1920.
2 Seashore, (X E., Psychology of Music, pp. 28-32, McGraw-Hill Book Com-
pany, Inc., New York, 1938.